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HR 1599, THE SAFE & ACCURATE FOOD  

LABELING ACT: FEED PROVISIONS 

  

You may have seen media notices on a flurry of activity surrounding a federal bill in 

Congress to regulate the label of genetically modified products. The bill has several 

purposes, but the main purpose would be to preempt state/local initiatives to require 

labeling and create a national system of labeling for human and animal food products. 

The bill--HR 1599, the Safe & Accurate Food Labeling Act--would give the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture this preemptive authority and was approved by voice vote 

July 14 by the full House Agriculture Committee, clearing the measure for action on 

the House floor July 23. 

  

HR 1599--introduced by Rep. Mike Pompeo (R-Kan.) and Rep. G.K. Butterfield (D-

N.C.) with more than 100 bipartisan cosponsors--would create a national premarket 

review system for GM foods; require a U.S. Food & Drug Administration consultation 

by food makers before new GM plant varieties can be commercialized; create a 

national voluntary USDA certification program for labeling products as "GM-free;" 

and require FDA to formally define and set standards for use of the label term 

"natural."  

  

Given the new voluntary certification program for labeling products as containing or 

not containing GM ingredients is a major component of the bill, AFIA sought 

language that achieves the following:  

 Allows a company making food for non-food animals (e.g., pets and horses) to 

voluntarily label that animal food as non-GM regardless if it includes small 

amounts of intentionally added essential nutrients produced with a 

bioengineered processing aid, enzyme or microorganism because those 

nutrients are required in the animal's complete diet. 



 In providing balance to an overly strict position inserted in the bill, AFIA 

advocated other voluntary labeling programs, such as the National Organic 

Program and its National List, be taken into account to allow for livestock 

and poultry feed manufacturers to certify a feed as non-GM with added man-

made ingredients (i.e. essential nutrients). 

 The bill instructs FDA to define "natural." However, the bill instructs FDA and 

USDA to recognize the inherent differences between animal and human 

food. AFIA will work to ensure any new human food definition of "natural" 

will not affect the 10-year-old Association of American Feed Control 

Officials' definition of "natural" allowed by FDA to be used on feed and pet 

food labels. 

AFIA also supports language added to the bill in its most recent revision that clarifies 

the following:  

 In the voluntary labeling section: "...in the case of a covered product derived 

from livestock that is marketed in the United States for human consumption, 

the covered product shall not be considered to be genetically engineered 

solely because the livestock consumed feed produced from containing, or 

consisting of a genetically engineered plant." 

AFIA is working with a coalition of feed, grain, pet food and livestock, poultry and 

dairy groups to further refine these protections in the Senate version of the bill being 

drafted by Sen. John Hoeven (R-N.D.).  

  

If you have questions or need further information, please contact Paul Keppy, AFIA 

government affairs specialist, at (703) 650-0144.  
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